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The Role of Industry – A Survey Company’s Perspective
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Results from the Forum for 

Future Ocean Floor Mapping

Challenges and Opportunities for 

the Private Sector

Initially identify and access existing bathymetric 

data from hydrographic offices, industry, research 

organizations and individual mariners

• Contribute “Owned” Data

• Facilitate Contribution of “Unowned” Data

Bathymetric gaps can be filled using coordinated 

regional compilations, basin scale mapping 

campaigns, satellite derived bathymetry, crowd 

sourcing, LIDAR and innovative new tools and 

techniques

• Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions

• Participation in Basin Scale Mapping 

Campaigns

• Satellite Derived Bathymetry / LIDAR / Other

Greater access to tools and technology (through 

capacity building) for developing coastal nations

• Capacity Building

• Education & Technology Transfer

• Local Content & Participation

Strong partnerships for collecting, sharing, and 

compiling data 
• Participation / Collaboration / Leadership

• Public-Private Partnerships
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Contribute Owned Data & Unowned Data

880,000 km2

110,000 km2

710,000 km2

Fugro acquires on the order of 1,000,000 km2 of MBES data per year, but 

these data are most often owned by our customers
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Contribute Owned Data & Unowned Data
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TGS / ONE Gulf of Mexico 

Seeps Survey
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Contribute Owned Data & Unowned Data
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Quintillion Subsea Cable 

System - Phase 1 Survey
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Contribute Owned Data & Unowned Data
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Geoscience Australia

MH370 Search Survey
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Can “Decimated” Data be Made Available?
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MBES – 5m Grid MBES – 200m Grid
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Can Tax Credits be Made Available in some Jurisdictions?
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Fugro is working with NOAA, who is working with the 

IRS on this issue in the United States … 

there is a precedence …
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Can “Older” Data be Made Available??
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In some cases, time reduces or eliminates the 

sensitivity of proprietary data …
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Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions
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Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions
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Over 65,000km2 of MBES data (including water column) uploaded 

First dataset now online …
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Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions
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Remote and highly automated command and control 

of MBES systems on Fugro vessels
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Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions
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Crowd Source Bathymetry Contributions
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The Atlantic Ocean Basin

Private sector participation in the Galway Program
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Participation in Basin Scale Mapping Campaigns
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Hull-Mounted 

Multibeam

Echosounder

System
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Participation in Basin Scale Mapping Campaigns
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