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Cookbook Working Group 

 

At the GEBCO 25th meeting of the Technical Sub-Committee on Ocean 

Mapping (TSCOM) in September, 2009, a “Cookbook Working Group” 

was formed to write a “cookbook” to nurture and guide nascent regional 

mapping projects.  

 

●   Create step-by-step manual that enables users to prepare and grid 

data for inclusion in GEBCO bathymetry products 

 

●  Contributions from scientific experts from international research 

organizations, universities, governments, and companies 

 

●  The guide is a “living document-” as new contributions come in, the 

guide is updated electronically 

 

●   The guide is freely available on the GEBCO website. 



Members 



Contributing Institutions 



Progress to date 
 
•IHO-IOC GEBCO Cook Book published: 

 - IIHO Publication B-11 (April, 2012) 

 - IOC Manuals and Guides, 63 (Oct. 2012) 

 

•EOS “News Brief” announcing Cook Book was published in EOS Trans AGU, v. 

94, No. 9, pg. 86, 26 Feb. 2013. 

 

•Used as educational resource, including: 
 - UNH CCOM/JHC Ocean Mapping classes 
 - Texas A&M University 
 - used internationally 
 

•GEBCO website now lists “Update History” to track changes 

 

•Continually updated with new contributions, now 296 pages long 

 

•The Cook Book vision and structure has matured- it is now composed of three 

main sections- Gridding Examples, Fundamentals, and Advanced Topics   

 

•Beginning users can straightaway produce grids from XYZ data by following 

simple steps in Gridding Examples section 
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EOS News Brief Published 

Free “Cook Book” for gridding bathymetric data, EOS 
Trans AGU, V. 94, No. 9, p. 88, 26 Feb. 2013.  
DOI:10.1002/2013EO090005 



Educational Users 

 

●  University of New Hampshire, CCOM/JHC- Ocean Mapping classes 

use Cook Book for instruction 

 

●  Texas A & M University 

 

●  GEBCO Scholars use Cook Book after completing program- e.g., 

Eunice Tetteh at the Fisheries Ministry in Ghana uses it to update 

bathymetric charts 

 

●  used internationally 

 



GEBCO webpage 



GEBCO webpage, cont. 



Work to be done 
 

●  Continue to update and maintain document 

 

●  Continue to promote use as educational resource 

 

●  Obtain more contributions 

 

●  Complete chapters 

 



Managing the Cookbook 
 

●  Master document is MS Word file 

 

●  Individual chapter contributions in separate directory 

 

●  Embedded links in master document insert chapters 

 

●  Table of Contents automatically lists items that have heading styles applied 

(both in master document and individual chapters) 

 

●  List of Figures automatically lists captions that have caption styles applied 

 

●  PDFMaker or CreatePDF converts MS Word master document into PDF that 

retains bookmark navigation 

 

●  Advantages: 

 -  Bookmark navigation enables user to jump to selection 

 -  New and edited chapters are inserted into master document when 

Table of Contents is updated 


