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Input to Agenda Item 21 

What makes GEBCO different? 

• Regional representation 

over the World 

• Formal body naming 

undersea features 

(SCUFN) 

• Links to hydrographic 

offices and other “ocean 

and seas” organizations 

through our parent 

organizations 

• Work on technical aspects 

of Ocean Mapping 

 

Next grid on USB stick 



R<egional Mapping Projects 

EMODnet 
IBCAO 

Work begun towards 3.1 

 

IBCSO 

Version 1.0 completed 

Incorporated into next GEBCO 

 

JHOD 

Parts incorporated into next GEBCO 

 

BSBD 0.9.3  

Incorporated into next GEBCO 

 

EMODnet  

Incorporated into next GEBCO 

 

IOBC 

Work ongoing< 

IBCSO 1.0 

IBCAO 3.0 

BSBD 0.9.3 

IBCSEP 

IBCCA 

IBCM 

IBCEA 

IOBC 





http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=851889c17d794a5aa2f70011d2547b10 



 

Activities 

• We must write a GEBCO release article for the new 

2014 grid! Work has begun!  

• Special session at the American Geophysical Union 

(AGU) fall meeting 2014 

“New Perspectives on Seafloor Morphology from High-Resolution Ocean 

Mapping” 

• TSCOM-SCRUM meeting in San Francisco, hosted by 

Google 

• Arctic-Antarctic seafloor mapping meeting 2015 



The future of regional mapping; visions 

 

• Encourage and facilitate crowd sourcing to “GEBCOs 

crowd source system” through regional GEBCO 

ambassadors 

 Encourage our scientific community to establish research 

project tightly linked to GEBCO and seek funding for them 

 

GEBCO must raise its profile within the scientific community 

 

Complete removal of registration requirement from our 

downloading 



We Map the World Ocean 
 

We need to know the shape of the ocean as we do of land! 

 

……“Most ocean science relies largely on a geospatial infrastructure that 

is built primarily from bathymetry data collected underway from ships, 

archived, and converted into maps and digital grids. Bathymetry, 

providing the morphology or shape of the seafloor, has long been 

accepted as  an essential tool for safe navigation and understanding 

geologic history, but it is also a fundamental element of studies of ocean 

modeling, ocean circulation, tides, tsunami forecasting, upwelling, fishing 

resources, wave action, sediment transport, environmental baselines, 

slope stability and risk, paleoceanography, site selection for platforms, 

cables and pipelines, waste disposal, mineral extraction and 

environmental research …… 


