
General Bathymetric Chart of the 
Oceans 

GEBCO consists of an international group of experts 
who work on the development of a range of 
bathymetric data sets and data products with the 
aim of providing the most authoritative publicly-
available bathymetry for the world's oceans. 

GEBCO's work is directed by a Guiding Committee 
and is supported by technical sub-committees and 
working groups made up of experts in many fields 
and from organisations from all around the world. 

GEBCO is training a new generation of scientists in 
ocean bathymetry through the Nippon 
Foundation/GEBCO Training Programme. 

During our annual meetings, we host a Science Day 
consisting of oral and poster presentations on 
subjects relating to seafloor mapping and its 
applications. Science Day is open to all. 

Through the Sub-Committee on Regional Undersea 
Mapping (SCRUM), GEBCO is aiming to build on and 
extend its collaboration with regional mapping 
groups in order to improve its global bathymetric 
model. 

GEBCO makes available a range of bathymetric 
products and services which can be accessed from:  
www.gebco.net/data_and_products/ 

The GEBCO chart series was initiated in 1903 by 
Prince Albert I of Monaco. Further information 
about the history of GEBCO can be found on our 
web site. 

www.gebco.net 

GEBCO’s products and services 

Global gridded bathymetry data sets 
The GEBCO Grid is a global terrain model at 30 arc-
second intervals. It is largely based on a database 
of ship-track soundings with interpolation between 
soundings guided by satellite-derived gravity data. 
Grids developed by other methods are included in 
areas where they improve on the existing data set. 

GEBCO’s grids are available to download from the 
internet in ASCII raster, GeoTiff and netCDF. 

Gazetteer of Undersea Feature Names 

A digital data set giving the name, generic feature 
type and geographic location of names of features 
on the seafloor.  

GEBCO world map 

The map shows the bathymetry of the world's 
ocean floor in the form of a shaded relief colour 
map. It is based on the GEBCO_08 Grid and can be 
accessed as an image file. 

GEBCO Digital Atlas 

A collection of GEBCO’s data sets on DVD along 

with data viewing and access software. 

 

GEBCO Web Map Service (WMS) 

The GEBCO Grid is available as a WMS, a means of 
accessing geo-referenced map images over the 
internet.  

IHO-IOC GEBCO Cook Book 

The Cook Book is a technical reference manual 
containing information on the development of 
bathymetric grids and related topics.  

www.gebco.net/data_and_products/ 

 

GEBCO Operates under the joint auspices of the 
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC) of UNESCO 
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